New Approaches to Migration by McCurry, Mike
Migration doesn’t come 
from the long form 
anymore
More timely doesn’t mean more accurate – but we 
have more sources
Finding Migration Data
• The Official Source
o http://www.irs.gov/uac/SOI-Tax-Stats-County-to-County-Migration-Data-Files
• Easier to Use unofficial source
o http://interactive.taxfoundation.org/About/
• The Census Flows Mapper
o http://flowsmapper.geo.census.gov/flowsmapper/flowsmapper.html
• Wisconsin’s Program
o http://www.netmigration.wisc.edu/
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The Three Factors of  
Demography
• Birth
• Death
• Migration
We lack precise timely 
measurements of  Migration
• Tax returns are consistent and timely
o The problem is that not everyone files, and folks move from dependent to taxpayer status
• American Community Survey data is consistent and timely
o The problem is that the survey methodology includes a high margin of  error, and that 
increases in rural communities.
o Another problem is that moving targets are more difficult to hit.
• County to County Migration Flows ACS
o http://www.census.gov/hhes/migration/data/acs/county_to_county_mig_2006_to_2010.h
tml
• Complete, cumbersome, and a high MOE
• Census Flows Mapper
o http://flowsmapper.geo.census.gov/flowsmapper/flowsmapper.html
o Fast, visible, but a high MOE
We really do need the IRS
• Their Website
o http://www.irs.gov/uac/SOI-Tax-Stats-County-to-County-Migration-Data-Files
• Official, Reliable, and Cumbersome
• The Tax Foundation’s site
o http://interactive.taxfoundation.org/migration/
• The Missouri Answer
o http://mcdc.missouri.edu/cgi-
bin/broker?_PROGRAM=websas.irsmig_menu.sas&_SERVICE=appdev&st=29
User Friendly
o http://flowsmapper.geo.census.gov/flowsmapper/flowsmapper.html
o http://mcdc.missouri.edu/cgi-
bin/broker?_PROGRAM=websas.irsmig_menu.sas&_SERVICE=appdev&st=29
o http://www.netmigration.wisc.edu/
